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Principal’s
Welcome
Thank you for taking the time
to research and explore the
opportunities that Rutherford
College has to offer.
Education is a partnership
between students, parents,
staff, contributing schools
and the wider community.
We work hard to strengthen
these partnerships to enable
us to better provide for the
individual needs of each of
our students. Success is
built on the development of
these positive relationships
and the creation of trust and
open lines of communication.

Gary Moore
Principal

BIG ENOUGH TO OFFER
CHOICES, SMALL
ENOUGH TO CARE
What can you expect at Rutherford College
Rutherford is a culturally diverse and inclusive school where people
practice acceptance and celebrate individuality. Authentic relationships
and positive interaction are developed between teachers and students
as well as their whanau. These relationships are strengthened through
regular contact in person and by email.
Our Kapa Haka, Pacific, Indian and African groups are regular performers
at Polyfest. There is a wide range of activities and clubs students can
belong to like Philosophy Lounge, Environmental Group, Comics Club.
Over the years students from Rutherford have visited China, Germany,
Spain, England and Cambodia. Local curriculum based trips regularly
occur, including a recent Geography excursion to the South Island.
Rutherford outperforms other schools in terms of endorsements
in NCEA and our Scholarship Results are outstanding.

www.rutherford.school.nz

Achieving to our Maximum
The ‘ATOM’ mentoring programme is led by the tutor teacher and
the aim is for each student’s tutor teacher to be with them for
their five year journey at Rutherford College. The tutor teacher will
form a relationship with each student’s family/whanau and be the
first point of contact for them while at Rutherford College.
As a part of the programme each student will be challenged and
supported to select appropriate subject pathways that enable
them to realise their vocational pathway/career goals. They
will be accountable for their performance and develop skills to
evaluate and act upon what are appropriate ‘next steps’.

LEAP (Learning Extension
& Acceleration Programme)
Our focus is Learning Extension and Acceleration.
This is the heart of our response to learners who have
learning and teaching needs that are different from
their age level peers.
All schools are required to provide rich learning
experiences for all learners regardless of the special
educational needs they have. This includes gifted
students, those with learning challenges and students
who are both gifted and have learning challenges.
At Rutherford College, we take meeting the needs
of all learners very seriously.
Our LEAP programme is a dual-focused programme
led by two Heads of Departments and supported by
five teacher aides. Together, our department builds
programmes of learning to help create rich and
satisfying school experiences for students with
special educational needs.

Student Support
and Leadership
The College has developed an
extensive network which responds
rapidly to student needs. The
network includes tutor teachers,
subject teachers, Deans, Senior
Administrators, Guidance
Counsellors and outside agencies.
Our pastoral care system is based
on the belief that we do what
is necessary in order to ensure
that your child’s participation
in class and the wider school
is as rewarding and successful
as possible. Our strategies are
designed to encourage students
who are not fulfilling their potential.
Senior students have opportunities
to be trained and develop leadership
skills in a variety of areas: peer
support for Year 9 students, peer
mediators, peer reading and peer
sexuality contact people.
Year 13 students also have the
opportunity to become school
prefects. Year 9/10/11/12 students
can become members of the School
Council which is led by the prefects.

PB4L
Positive Behaviour for Learning
underpins everything we do
at Rutherford College. Positive
behaviour is a prerequisite for
improving engagement and
achievement for students.
Staff are committed to teaching
the Rutherford Values:
Whakaute / Respect
Manaakitanga / Responsibility
Pono / Integrity
Kairangi / Excellence
Rutherford College is a positive
environment where students are
acknowledged and appreciated for
role modelling the school values.

Performing Arts
Dance is an area of strength at
Rutherford College with a teacher at the
forefront of her profession. Students are

Music teachers are brought in
to provide lessons on musical
instruments for those who are

encouraged to aim for the highest level

interested. Our Drama productions

and in Scholarship the Dance results

are a much anticipated event,

are the best in the country with students

often resulting in nominations for

placing First in NZ four times in the past

the Auckland Secondary School

few years. Students regularly showcase

Showdown Awards.

their talent in Dance, Drama
and Music in our Studio and
Drama performances as
well as at events like our
unique Rutherford Memorial
Day and Rutherford’s
Got Talent.

Academies
Rutherford runs a Mechatronics
Academy through the Technology
Department which has strong links
to the Engineering Department
at AUT. This course includes the
principles of engineering, mechanical
electronics, programming and design
skills. Students work collaboratively
in this class designing, building and
programming their robot. This academy
is available to senior students.
The Mahi-a-toi Academy allows
students the opportunity to complete
units based on Toi Maori which cover
Ta Moko, Maori Performing Arts,
Whakairo, korero and Kowhaiwhai.
Students apply advanced theory and
their learning in practical settings.
Students will be aiming for Level
2 credits and a Creative Industries
Endorsement Award. Students also
work at Unitec at Level 2 and 3.

Hospitality
Although this is not an academy,
Hospitality is a very popular
choice at Rutherford. Students
work in a commercial kitchen to
plan, prepare and serve food. A
career in hospitality can take you
across the country or around the
world. The skills you learn in this
course can be transferred to any
kitchen and provides students
with the ability to gain valuable
work experience.

Sporting
Excellence
Rutherford College has a
responsibility to all students
to provide the opportunity
to grow by engaging in
our extensive co-curricular
sporting programme. We feel
that being involved in sports
can lead to improved student
outcomes in many areas.
At Rutherford College students
are given the opportunity
to participate in sporting
recreational activites to learn
new skills, improve skill levels
and be able to enjoy the
social fellowship from their
chosen sport.

COL (Community
of Learning)
Rutherford College belongs to the
Te Atatu Community of Learning which
includes local primary schools as well
as Te Atatu Intermediate and Rangeview
Intermediate. The COL allows teachers from
all schools to work collaboratively together
with a consistent focus on improving
learning outcomes for all students from
Year 1 to Year 13.
Through this collaborative process teachers
establish strong relationships with their
colleagues and work across schools to
develop effective strategies that will be
utilised for the benefit of all. For instance
one of the projects is enabling a smooth
transition from intermediate to secondary
school. We achieve this through taster
days, fun challenges, information days and
regular interaction between Rutherford
students, Te Atatu and Rangeview
Intermediate students. The goal is to
demystify high school and ensure students
arrive here feeling confident and ready
to continue their educational journey
seamlessly.

D4L (Devices for Learning)
Rutherford College encourages students to
bring their own device to school to connect
to the internet and carry out classroom
activities digitally. Teachers use Google
Classrooms and online learning sites
to engage and support students academically.
It is strongly recommended that all Year 9
students have a device, although Rutherford
does have numerous desktop computers and
chromebooks that are available to students.

Rutherford College is a community where striving for
personal excellence is the focus. Student needs are
put at the centre of a personalised learning system in
which learning is made meaningful for them.

Whakaute Respect
Manaakitanga Responsibility
Pono Integrity
Kairangi Excellence
RUTHERFORD COLLEGE
Kotuku Street, Te Atatu Peninsula, Auckland.
Ph: 834 9790 Email: admin@rutherford.school.nz

Tohea – To strive for personal excellence
www.rutherford.school.nz

